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GLOBALKYC.com

A unique service from The Anti Money Laundering Network

GlobalKYC is a unique service for governments and
law  firms,  etc,  to  publish  freezing,  seizure  and
confiscation  orders  and  arrest  orders  (including
administrative  Orders)  to  provide  easy  access  for
financial  crime  risk  officers  across  the  regulated
sector and beyond. Globally.

Actual, Applied, Intelligence



Executive Summary

RegTech shouldn't be complicated. In the vast majority of
cases,   you  need  actual,  applied  intelligence  not  a  complex
system of so-called artificial intelligence. 

GlobalKYC is  a one-of-a-kind information service. It  does
not compete with the many traditional KYC/CDD/PEP/Sanctions
Database Services because GlobalKYC content is produced by the
person obtaining the orders and it does not attempt to produce
the  same  information  as  they  produce.  The  information  in
GlobalKYC  is  produced  first-hand.  It  is  not  sourced  by
researchers reading newspaper articles, for example.  It is more
reliable than mere intelligence and it directly applies to the way
those required to identify suspicious activity do their jobs. 

That  means  that  GlobalKYC is  accurate  and  attributable
and  its  authenticity  and  currency  can  be  confirmed  before
action based on a posting is taken, so avoiding e.g. picking up on
out of date news stories. 

Unlike inter-governmental databases, read-only access to
GlobalKYC is open to Financial Crime Risk Officers and others
worldwide,  in  the  public  and  the  private  sectors  upon  free
registration.  Moreover,  the  summary  data  is  available  to  all
without subscription. 

We do not licence full  GlobalKYC content to third party
data providers. This is to  ensure that, when you post a notice,
you have end-to-end control over it, including updates. We do,
however, permit third party data providers to republish limited
information with a link to your Notice at GlobalKYC.com .

Unlike  traditional  KYC,  CDD etc.  databases,  FCROs,  etc.
can contact, using information made available on a Notice by
Notice basis, the specific person responsible for case named in
the Notice. 

FCROs can subscribe to GlobalKYC updates and can choose
to have updates e-mailed weekly, daily or even immediately on
publication of notices. FCROs are able to obtain, in one place,
notices from many sources, rather than having to go to many
sources individually to gather data. 

Actual, Applied Intelligence 
for the financial crime risk management community*.



GLOBALKYC.com
How it works

Everything is designed for ease of use by both posters and information 
users. 

That includes this document which we have presented in the style of 
Frequently Asked Questions rather than as a sales or marketing brochure. 

In summary: you post information about asset freezes, seizures, 
confiscations and arrests and that information is immediately available 
across the world, ready to be accessed by KYC analysts and FCROs in the 
financial and commercial sectors and beyond.

Users take that data and apply it to their records to identify matches and 
take the appropriate action. 

Who operates the service?

GlobalKYC.com is a property of Vortex Centrum Limited, a UK Publisher. 
We first published World Money Laundering Report in late 1999 as an 
electronic publication and we have been an e-publisher ever since. We 
own the IP in the product but have no ownership or other interest in the 
content of the notices you create. 

Amongst our publications is the portmanteau platform 
PleaseBeInformed.com. Think of it like a newsagent's shop: there are 
many newspapers and magazines on display and in each of them there are
several subject areas. Some publications are for general readership, some
are for specialised markets. 

GlobalKYC sits alongside World Money Laundering Report as a discrete 
publication on the Platform. This means that anyone can visit 
GlobalKYC.com and see a list of all posted notices. 

When you say "you," who do you mean?

We mean the registered member and for this service the registered 
member is the law firm, legal department, government department, etc. 
that subscribes to be an information provider to the service.  Think of it 
as similar to a site licence. That's why the notices include spaces for both 
the registering entity (which is the identity of the legal representative, 
etc. that made the application for the Order and a separate space for the 
contact information for the fee earner, officer, or other relevant position.



Who may post to GlobalKYC?

Posting is open to all Site Licence holders for World Money Laundering 
Report. In particular, the service is designed for the following:

- law and other professional practices who obtain relevant Court Orders. 
It follows that these are Orders in civil court jurisdiction. 

- government departments e.g. prosecutors or Revenue Departments who 
make relevant Orders under their own authority or obtain relevant Court 
Orders. It follows that these are Orders in a Criminal Court jurisdiction or 
made outside the Courts system under delegated authority. 

- intergovernmental bodies e.g. international police co-operation bodies.

- Government departments which issue freezing, etc. orders as part of 
sanctions notices.

What is a "relevant Court Order"?

For the purposes of GlobalKYC a relevant Court Order is a Relevant Order 
made by a competent judicial officer in accordance with local law, 
practice and procedures. 

What is a "Relevant Order"?

For the purposes of GlobalKYC, a Relevant Order is

- an Order that assets be frozen i.e. not disposed of and no waste be 
committed 

- an Order that assets be seized or delivered to another person or the 
state.

- an Order that assets be confiscated or surrendered to another person or 
the state

- an arrest order for assets (e.g. a ship or an aeroplane)

A relevant Order may be a Court order or an Order made as a result of 
authority delegated to a government department or agency or other 
authorised person or body. 

Who pays for the service?

You do, by an annual subscription which allows you to post and keep 
active as many Orders and to make as many amendments to those notices 
as you wish during your subscription.

To ensure that data is maintained up to date, if your subscription is 
cancelled or lapses, all your postings will be deleted and will not be 
recoverable. If you re-join, you can re-post, as new, the deleted entries. 



How do I buy an annual subscription to read notices?

Simply purchase an annual subscription to the Financial Crime Group or 
the Business and Commerce Group,  which includes access to a range of 
other publications, too. 

There is a special readership class which is free to read GlobalKYC and 
does not expire. No other benefits apply to this class of membership. Free
and anonymous e-mail addresses are rejected and applications for 
accounts must include correct corporate and other information. 

How do I buy an annual subscription to publish notices?

Simply purchase a site licence for the Financial Crime Group of 
publications, including World Money Laundering Report and which includes
access to a range of other publications, too. 

How many notices can I publish during an annual subscription?

As many as you like

How many notices can I maintain "live" during an annual 
subscription?

As many as you like

How often can I amend or update notices?

As often as you like.

When can I delete notices?

Whenever you like.

Can I place an expiry date on notices after which they will 
automatically "unpublish"?

Yes.

If I auto-expire a notice, can I reactivate it? 

Yes. 

Can I choose who can see the full notice?

No. Only those with read access via a subscription or the free access can 
read the full notice. However, basic information is available to all. 



Why don't we just do this ourselves?

There are no technical barriers to your creating your own in-house 
equivalent of GlobalKYC (except of course development costs and know-
how) but the real issue of going it alone is that you'll be no better off than
you are now - be honest: as things stand, who knows when you get an 
Order? 

But by creating a centralised register of Orders, we help you to get your 
message out to a wide audience and, because you don't have to build your
own platform, you can post your first notice in, oh, about fifteen minutes 
from now (and that's allowing time for you to finish reading this 
document). 

There is benefit in numbers. As GlobalKYC increases in size, more visitors 
mean more people finding your data, even if it wasn't what they were 
originally looking for. 

What happens when someone reads our Notice?

They read the contact information and communicate with you. At least, 
that's the reason behind why we've built the platform.

We should point out, in the interest of full disclosure, it is possible that 
some users will conclude that the information in the notice, when added 
to information they already have, results in suspicion and, therefore, a 
suspicious activity report is filed. If that is the case, they may feel that to
respond directly to your notice conflicts with their obligations in relation 
to tipping off and related areas.

Can people who read our notices post comments?

No. This would create all kinds of risks and neither you nor we need any 
more risk than we need to have. All responses must be sent direct to you 
by the method(s) you say on the Notice. 

Does GlobalKYC publicise our notices?

Short answer: Yes.
Long answer: This is complicated: 

First, as with most of the divisions at PleaseBeInformed.com, both 
members and non-members may "subscribe" to receive e-mails when a 
specific type of content is published. This is done with reference to 
"taxonomy" and the relevant taxonomy in this case is "GlobalKYC." 

Secondly, anyone can take a newsfeed from the master site 
(PleaseBeInformed.Com) using RSS and your notices will announced in 
that feed. To see that feed, click on the RSS logo on the front page of 
PleaseBeInformed.com. 

In these ways, readers can be notified when a notice is published or, 
depending on their settings, updated. 



Third, it is, of course, open to you to put links to your notices in all your 
social media presence including, of course, LinkedIn, Facebook, Twitter, 
Instagram and the like. We recommend you use the hashtag #globalkyc 
when you post to social media so that all uses gain cross-benefit when 
other users do the same.

Fourthly, we are haunted by search engines who probe us several times 
each day.  And, if you post the URL to your GlobalKYC notice in your social
media posting, that will increase its ranking in search engines (we know: 
getting noticed by Search Engines is a black art). 

We expect, as the resource grows, that it will become a go-to place for 
journalists who can benefit from lots of notices in the same place without
having to hunt around dozens of sources to see if anything has appeared 
that they can use. 

Lastly, we publicise the service and that brings browsers to the site and, 
therefore, to your notice. For example, our social media reach is more 
than 400,000 and our e-mail newsletter is delivered to more than 20,000 
subscribers. In the great scheme of things, that might not sound many but
they are a self-selecting bunch who actively sought us out. 

I understood all of that except the bit about RSS.

RSS is a way of allowing people to ask for automated notifications of 
information published on the Web. RSS stands for "Really Simple 
Syndication" and it's a technology that's been around since more or less 
the time the 'web came into common use. It's a bit arcane but it works.

There are two ways it works: first, a user can click on a link and have a 
page displayed. That's actually quite pointless with GlobalKYC because we
already deliver a front page of a mini-site and it's prettier than an RSS 
page.

Where RSS has a big benefit is as a "pull" technology. We all hate "push" 
notifications, that's where website owners use e.g. pop-ups, or ads in 
"feeds" but with RSS, the control is entirely in the hands of the user. 

If GlobalKYC is published in PleaseBeInformed.com, where do 
notices appear?

The default setting is that an introduction to a Notice (called a "teaser") 
appears on the front page of PleaseBeInformed.com the moment a Notice 
is published. The teaser has a GlobalKYC banner to guide readers. 

GlobalKYC also has its own dedicated sub-site (www.globalkyc.com) which
is a chronological listing of all notices, the most recent first. The teaser 
appears, also, on that page. There is pagination so that Orders are always 
available unless they expire or are removed. Also, GlobalKYC notices are 
included in search results made across PleaseBeInformed.com. 

Clicking on a teaser takes the reader to the full Notice, assuming he has 
read-access. 



If I cancel my subscription, can I claim a partial refund?

No. Subscriptions are for a year or part of a year. 

Can I change my mind about my subscription?

No. Your purchase of a subscription to the Financial Crime Group including
World Money Laundering Report and gives you access to a wide range of 
material most of which is behind a paywall. Some articles go back to the 
late 1990s and WMLR is an excellent resource. You also gain access to 
other publications and services. GlobalKYC is one, albeit very important, 
part of that subscription. 
Can you issue a pro-forma invoice? 

No. 

Can we include a purchase order number on our subscription?

No. The payment process is handled by Shopify and we are bound by their 
forms processes. 

Do we get an invoice?

Yes. An invoice is issued by Vortex Centrum Limited via the Shopify 
platform and e-mailed to you on our behalf. We do not issue invoices 
directly. 

How is GlobalKYC different to existing KYC, etc. databases?

GlobalKYC has an exactly opposite ethos to those services. First, their 
business model involves a careful, but always to a degree random, review 
of publicly available information. To achieve that, they have to very 
specific limitations.

a) where the data comes from e.g. newspapers. Therefore it is already 
filtered. Moreover, only information deemed newsworthy, or not blocked 
by censorship or self-censorship becomes available via this route. National
newspapers rarely report local events and there are far too many local 
news sources, in far too many languages and dialects, for such a service 
to be comprehensive.  The making of a freezing order in a local court, or 
even in a national court in a case that the media do not consider 
sufficiently high profile is, quite simply, invisible to those who compile 
such  databases, partly because it is not reported and, even more 
importantly, because those media are not made aware of the Orders.  
GlobalKYC provides a conduit directly between those obtaining (or 
making) Orders to users, bypassing those databases.

b) the tangible benefit of gaining an audience for the Notices accrues to 
you, the organisation obtaining or making the Order.  It is therefore 
equitable that you pay. Other KYC type services charge substantial fees to
the person who needs to read notices and act on them: we think that's the
wrong way around. After all, the cost of contacting you and providing you 
with information falls onto the person who reads the Notice and contacts 
you.



There is another good reason for this: other services rely on a compliance 
obligation and, therefore, a fear factor to compel users to buy that 
dataset. However, in relation to Court Orders, there is little or no element
of compulsion. We are operating in an environment on the margins of 
compliance obligations, where reading and responding to your notice is, 
essentially, voluntary.  Simply, financial institutions are unlikely to be 
easily convinced of the benefits of another costly database service. It is 
our objective to provide as little obstacle to that as possible.

Who is responsible for maintaining the data?

You are. You are the publisher and the page on which your notice appears 
make it clear that this is the case. Think of us like the telegraph-pole 
where someone puts up a poster about a missing dog. It's your notice and 
you are fully responsible for it; we're just a piece of wood. Well, sort of. 

How do people contact us?

For data protection and privacy reasons, we do not permit responses to 
your notices via our platform nor do we allow comments. There are other,
more complicated legal reasons, too, including that we do not want to 
receive information that might be privileged or, even, illegal, nor do we 
want to get into data protection issues: we cannot be compelled to 
release data we do not have. For this reason, we encourage you to place, 
on your own website, a simple contact form to which those wishing to 
respond may be directed. Alternatively, you can create a dedicated e-mail
address in your own mail-servers or rely on telephones or, even, faxes and
put that information in your notice. It's entirely up to you how you are 
contacted and you can enter in the notice whatever methods you choose. 
Ideally, what ever you choose should be the most frictionless.

Do the pages containing notices carry advertisements? 

Yes and No. You've paid for the service. We consider it unprofessional to 
allow third-party, content-related (contextual) ads on your page(s). 
Having said that, the section is sponsored - there is a single sponsor for 
the whole section for the period agreed with the advertiser.  We may also,
in the footer, place advertisements for products and services from within 
our own Group. The pages carry our standard template links to other 
pages within PleaseBeInformed.com and, in some cases, to our own 
service providers. For the avoidance of doubt, there is no advertising 
within the body of your notice or alongside it. 

Are there restrictions on republication?

We plan to develop syndication facilities for a small number of 
republishers. The data is owned by you but the platform is owned by us. 
Think of it like a record: the writer of a song owns the copyright in it but 
the record company owns the actual recording - known as mechanical 
copyright. Therefore it is illegal for anyone to reproduce the data in the 
form we produce it, unless we specifically grant that right. 

There is a rider to this: we  provide, at the end of each notice, an "email 
this page" link that allows users to send single copies to designated 
individuals. We aim to authorise the widespread dissemination of your 



information by individual users but not to allow third parties to 
commercially exploit it without authority. 

What does it look like? 

We thought you'd never ask!

We have designed the page to display on both computer monitors and 
mobile devices. 

The site (like this document) is intentionally light on graphics so that 
those with slow or expensive connections are not prevented from viewing 
the pages. 

Just go to www.globalkyc.com to see samples of each of the various forms
of notice. During the launch phase, we've made samples sticky at the top 
of the front page of the mini-site. We'll move them later. 

Data Protection

Vortex Centrum Limited is a UK registered company and all data is stored 
in the UK. We are subject to the UK's data protection laws. 

This does not absolve those posting notices of the duty to comply with 
relevant data protection laws in the jurisdictions in which they operate, 
nor does it permit the posting in the UK (and therefore in GlobalKYC) of 
notices relating to matters that are subject to any form of restriction on 
publication in their own country. 

What Is your uptime?

Sometimes we need to do essential maintenance and, in a round-the-
world, round-the-clock service this means that there are (rare) short 
periods where we are offline. Mostly, this is counted in minutes or, often, 
seconds. In terms of tech-uptime, our service provider has a better than 
99% uptime record. 

 
How much does the service cost?

At the time of publication of this document (January 2018),  the cost for 
an annual subscription to the World Money Laundering Report group of 
publications costs GBP300 . The subscription period runs for one year from
payment. VAT is charged according to UK tax law. Payment is by credit 
card via our merchant services provider Shopify. 

Is our credit card data kept confidential?

We never see it: all your credit card information is given directly to 
Shopify and never touches our servers. For details of Shopify's data 
security, see www.shopify.com



What do we get as a site licence holder for the Financial Crime 
Group of publications / World Money Laundering Report?

Access to all content from the following publications:

World Money Laundering Report
Financial Crime Risk Officer
BankingInsuranceSecurities.com
White Collar Crime Case Studies
Post notices to GlobalKYC
Read third parties' notices in GlobalKYC

You also get read-only access to all the publications in our General 
Interest Group. 

You are invited to submit articles and case studies (subject to review and 
acceptance / editing).

Who is behind GlobalKYC.com?

GlobalKYC.com is published by Vortex Centrum Limited 
(www.vortexcentrum.com)

Vortex Centrum Limited is a UK publishing company and part of The Anti 
Money Laundering Network (www.antimoneylaundering.net)

The Anti Money Laundering Network is headed by Nigel Morris-Cotterill 
(www.financialcrimeriskstrategies.com) . The name relates to the 
network of inter-linked products and services that the Group has 
provided, in relation to money laundering, other financial crime and 
related compliance and risk management issues since 1994 and, in Nigel's 
case, as in legal practice in England long before that. 

Is there a manual?

Yes. Here it is:  

Go to GlobalKYC.com and log-in. Click "create a 
Notice" and click on the type of form you want to 
use. Fill in the form (there's on-screen guidance 
to help you decide what to put in the box (just a 
couple of minutes if you've got the information 
handy). Click on "publish." 

It's done. Go and have a cup of coffee.

 



OK. I want it! How do I sign up?

We believe in simplicity. 

So here it is: 

simply go to www.pleasebeinformed.com, 

simply click on "subscribe" and choose to order the Financial Crime group 
of publications. 

Simply fill in the form, 

simply pay by credit card and your membership will be live before you've 
had time to simply pick up your copy of the Order to which your notice 
will relate. 

GlobalKYC is a product of Vortex Centrum Limited (www.vortexcentrum.com)
Vortex Centrum Limited is a member of The Anti Money Laundering Network

(www.antimoneylaundering.net)
The Anti Money Laundering Network is headed by Nigel Morris-Cotterill

www.financialcrimeriskstrategies.com


